
Crystal Gitchell 
50 F Street Northwest 
Suite 500 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
 
 
 
Sarah Yurasko 
Parliamentarian  
League of Railway Women 
410 First Street Southeast 
Suite 200 
Washington, D.C. 20003 
 
 
Dear Ms. Yurasko, 
 
I would like to nominate myself to serve as the Scholarship Chair to the League of Railway Women (LRW) 
Board of Directors. I am new to the organization but believe that a leadership position would create 
lasting connections with other LRW members and potential mentors.  My goal would be to work closely 
with the Scholarship Committee and LRW board members to maintain a successful scholarship program. 
I am confident that I would recruit at least two members to serve on the committee. I am comfortable 
working within and providing budgets, as I have done so for trade associations for several years.  
 
I am currently the staff liaison to the ASLRRA Young Professionals Committee (YP), which allows me 
access to a large group of railroad industry professionals under the age of 40. YP members or their 
colleagues are at a point in their career when they may be interested in furthering their education. This 
group of young people may be an excellent resource when building a pool of applicants. We are an 
active group and would be excited about working together with LRW to encourage more young people 
to enter and remain in the rail industry.  The YP Committee is new to ASLRRA, so I was tasked with 
creating application criteria and holding elections for committee leadership. I think this experience 
would translate well into the scholarship application process outlined in the LRW bylaws. My current 
position requires that I be organized and willing to frequently communicate with members. I think these 
skills will help the scholarship program run well and lead to growth in interest and applications received.  
 
Access to scholarship funding is important to me personally, as I am a first-generation college graduate. 
Retaining young talent is very important to the growth of our industry. I am excited to potentially have a 
role in helping a fellow female railroader pursue her dream of higher education. 
 
Kindest Regards, 
 
Crystal L. Gitchell 
Assistant Vice President, Legislative and Regulatory Policy 
American Short Line and Regional Railroad Association 






